
University Profile 

Historical Context 

The King Faisal Foundation (KFF) which was established in 1976 by the heirs of the late King Faisal, launched 
Alfaisal University as the premier coeducational institution for business, engineering, science, and medical 
education and research in the Kingdom and the region. The deeply held principle of KFF was that a well-educated 
population was the foundation for a strong nation. The Foundation has always promoted a pragmatic approach to 
furthering the opportunities for Saudi youth. The creation of a university that strives to achieve excellence in 
several fields is yet another important advance towards fulfilling its desire to enrich the country’s enterprising 
individuals with the ability to compete on a global level. Financial support provided by the King Faisal Foundation 
has also produced the King Faisal School, Prince Sultan College for Tourism and Business, and Effat College (for 
women). 

Plans for establishing Alfaisal University began in 1999. The first “Concept Paper” regarding the University was 
prepared in late 2000 with the support of the Carlyle Group. It was submitted to the Economic Offset Committee in 
February 2001 to qualify the University under the Economic Offset Program. Approval was received in July 2001. 
Four non-Saudi multinational companies agreed to become co-founders along with six Saudi organizations. In April 
2003, the Offset Committee granted a multiple of eight offset credits to the non-Saudi co-founders for cash 
contributions. The Board of Trustees negotiated with the Ministry of Higher Education to secure an acceptable 
Charter that assured the independence of the University. The Charter (#10905) was approved by the Ministry on 10 
July 2004 and unanimously ratified by the Board of Trustees on 25 October 2004. 

The campus is situated on the beautiful grounds of the late King Faisal’s Palace at Al Maathur in the centre of 
Riyadh, a historical location ideal for academic pursuits. The first two campus buildings (Science and Business) 
were completed in 2008 and 2009, respectively. Students began University studies in Engineering, Business, and 
Medicine in October 2008 with majors in the College of Science and General Studies beginning in 2011. A College 
of Pharmacy was added in 2015, and a College of Law & International Relations in 2021. A Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) was initiated in 2010 and other graduate degrees in Engineering and Medicine were 
launched in 2012. The first females were admitted in September 2011. Today, the colleges of business, 
engineering, science, and medicine offer graduate programs. 

Research, Innovation & Graduate Studies at Alfaisal University 

Alfaisal was established with the aim of being a private not-for-profit world-class university that offers its students 
the latest knowledge in a state-of-the-art environment. Alfaisal espouses all the noble virtues that form the 
bedrock of the Foundation’s educational activities: to promote learning, research, and the implementation of 
technology in a manner that promotes the Kingdom’s employment and career objectives for its citizens. Education 
at Alfaisal is international in approach with instruction in the English language. The programs are student-centred, 
utilize problem-based learning and foster team-based skills. Alfaisal will enable its graduates to gain internationally 
recognized qualifications through an exclusive education imparted to them from within the Kingdom itself. 

The Office of Research & Innovation and the Graduate School are primarily service organizations for all colleges 
within Alfaisal University. This assistance is offered at three distinct, yet complementary levels: graduate studies, 
innovative research ventures, and entrepreneurial activities. Support is provided to colleges in developing new 
graduate programs and passing them through the internal & external approval processes. Oversight is also 
performed on current programs & graduate students to ensure that Ministry of Education (MOE) & National 
Accreditation (NCAAA) guidelines are met and followed. Assistance is given to faculty in the search for external 
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funding and in the management of awarded grants and contracts. Entrepreneurial activities are encouraged 
through generation of intellectual property (IP), new product development, collaboration with industry, and 
training of graduate students. 

Vision & Mission 

Vision: To be a world-class non-profit research university and a pioneer in innovation and knowledge applications. 

Mission: To create and disseminate knowledge by offering world-class graduate programs, cutting-edge innovative 
research, and outreach activities that serve national development and benefit humanity. 

Accreditation 

The University has been fully accredited by the National Centre for Academic Accreditation and Evaluation 
(NCAAA). 
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